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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Lighthouse Sunday Coming Together 
Theme    : Being Edified as One in 2021. 
      Fitly joined, growing together, increasing in build in the love of Christ. 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon / Online Live Streaming 
Date    : February 21, 2021 
 
TITLE    : THE PERFECTING, THE WORKING ON THE MINSITRY AND THE EDIFYING OF THE  

EKKLESIA 
Text/s    :   
 
Eph 4:11-16 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Eph 4:1-16 
1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, 
2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 
5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 
10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
Col 1:9-24 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 
11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness; 
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12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light: 
13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son: 
14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 
16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for 
him: 
17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all 
things he might have the preeminence. 
19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 
20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by 
him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 
21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled 
22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his 
sight: 
23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, 
which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am 
made a minister; 
24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my 
flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
 
- Heaven Came Down and Glory Filled My Soul 
- Higher Ground 
- My Anchor Holds 
 
 
Other references  :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
We have been reading these verses our whole lives as a church but the operation of this truth still needs to 
be realized in all of us. 
 
 
BODY 
 
 
A) The perfecting of the saints 
 
PERFECTION, PERFECTING (NOUN), PERFECTNESS 
A. Nouns. 
1. katartisis ( 
<START GREEK>kata/rtisi$ 
<END GREEK>, NT:2676), "a making fit," is used figuratively in an ethical sense in 2 Cor 13:9, RV, "perfecting" 
(KJV, "perfection"), implying a process leading to consummation (akin to katartizo, see PERFECT, B, No. 3). 
2. katartismos ( 
<START GREEK>katartismo/$ 
<END GREEK>, NT:2677) denotes, in much the same way as No. 1, "a fitting or preparing fully," Eph 4:12. 
3. teleiosis ( 
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<START GREEK>telei/wsi$ 
<END GREEK>, NT:5050) denotes "a fulfillment, completion, perfection, an end accomplished as the effect of 
a process," Heb 7:11; in Luke 1:45, RV, "fulfillment" (KJV, "performance"). 
4. teleiotes ( 
<START GREEK>teleio/th$ 
<END GREEK>, NT:5047) denotes much the same as No. 3, but stressing perhaps the actual accomplishment 
of the end in view, Col 3:14, "perfectness"; Heb 6:1, "perfection." In the Sept., Judg 9:16,19; Prov 11:3; Jer 
2:2. 
B. Verb. 
telesphoreo ( 
<START GREEK>telesfore/w 
<END GREEK>, NT:5052), "to bring to a completion" or "an end in view" (telos, "an end," phero, "to bear"), is 
said of plants, Luke 8:14. 
 
 
James 1:4 
“…that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” 
KJV 
 
In fact, what we should be before God as His people is actually such! 
 
Eph 4:11-16 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
The Bible, the Word of God, is the basis for such fitness. 
 
2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
KJV 
 
The descriptions of what we should be indicates fitness. 
 
Eph 2:19-22 
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God; 
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
KJV 
 
Col 2:10 
10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 
KJV 
 
John 1:16 
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 
KJV 
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1 Peter 2:5 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:9 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
KJV 
 
The Apostle Paul, instructs Titus… 
 
Titus 1:4-5 
4 To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
5 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain 
elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: 
KJV 
 
** “…set in order the things that are wanting.” 
 
Titus 3:13 
13 Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them. 
KJV 
 
Titus 2:11-15 
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world; 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 
15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee. 
KJV 
 
Luke 18:21-23 
21 And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up. 
22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, 
and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. 
23 And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich. 
KJV 
 
James 1:4 
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
KJV 
 
James 1:4 
4 But let endurance and steadfastness and patience have full play and do a thorough work, so that you may 
be [people] perfectly and fully developed [with no defects], lacking in nothing.  
AMP 
 
2 Tim 2:20-21 
20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and 
some to honour, and some to dishonour. 
21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for 
the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 
KJV 
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Acts 20:32 
32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 
KJV 
 
Rom 5:2 
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 
KJV 
 
 

1) Let the Word of God make us fit in all things. 
 

2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:3-9 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins. 
KJV 
 
Life is full of adjustments – from watches, cars, equipment, people, etc.  But what settings does the 
Bible want for us to have? 
 
Heb 13:20-21 
20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:11-16 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
Phil 3:12-15 
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect : but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
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13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect , be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, 
God shall reveal even this unto you. 
KJV 
 
James 1:2-4 
2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
KJV 
 

a) The very Word that He is makes us fit.  Set Your Life in Him. 
 
Ps 19:7 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making 
wise the simple. 
 
Matt 24:35 
35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 
Rom 10:17 
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:23 
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 2:13 
13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, 
which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 
KJV 
 
Isa 46:9-10 
9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is 
none like me, 
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 
KJV 
 
Josh 1:8 
8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 
KJV 

 
 

b) His Work makes us fit.  Set Your Trust in Him 
 

Deut 32:4 
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4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without 
iniquity, just and right is he. 
 
John 9:4 
4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can 
work. 
 
John 4:34 
34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 
 
Heb 10:10-14 
10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which 
can never take away sins: 
12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of 
God; 
13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 
14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:33-34 
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 
KJV 
 
Heb 7:25 
25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them. 
KJV 
 
John 17:4 
4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
 
Eph 2:8-9 
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
1 Cor 1:21 
 
21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe . 
 
KJV 
Ps 62:10 
10 Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart 
upon them. 
 
Prov 23:5 
5 Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; 
they fly away as an eagle toward heaven. 
 
2 Cor 6:14-16 
14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 
15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; 
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. 
KJV 
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c) His Way makes us fit.  Set Your Walk in It 

 
Ps 18:30 
30 As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that 
trust in him. 
 
Isa 30:21 
21 And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye 
turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. 
 
Prov 4:26-27 
26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 
27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. 
 
Prov 3:6 
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
Isa 55:8-9 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways , saith the Lord. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 
KJV 
 
Ps 81:13-14 
13 Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways ! 
14 I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my hand against their adversaries. 
KJV 
 
Prov 23:26 
26 My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways . 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 12:9 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 
 
Prov 23:29-35 
29 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds 
without cause? who hath redness of eyes? 
30 They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. 
31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth 
itself aright. 
32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. 
33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. 
34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top 
of a mast. 
35 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: 
when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again. 
KJV 
Prov 6:1-11 
6:1 My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, 
2 Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. 
3 Do this now, my son, deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble 
thyself, and make sure thy friend. 
4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. 
5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 
6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: 
7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 
8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. 
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9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 
10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: 
11 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man. 
KJV 
 
Luke 6:38 
38 Give , and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it 
shall be measured to you again. 
KJV 
 
Matt 6:33 
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. 
KJV 

 
 

d) His Will is makes us fit.  Set You Mind and Heart in It 
 

Rom 12:2 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 
Col 3:2 
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
 
Ps 91:14 
14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, 
because he hath known my name. 
 
I Jn 2:15-17 
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever. 
 
1 Cor 15:58 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:1 
12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
KJV 
 

 
 

2) Let the Grace of God equip, complete and make us fit to all good works. 
 

Titus 2:11-15 
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; 
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 
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15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:6-8 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 
7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:7 
7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, 
and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 
KJV 

 
 

3) Let the virtues that come by diligence (application of Grace in our lives) complete us in all 
fruitfulness. 

 
Peter tells us that we have been given all things to be complete. 
 
2 Peter 1:3-9 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins. 
KJV 
 
 
James 1:2-6 
2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him. 
6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with 
the wind and tossed. 
KJV 
 

 
 
 
B) The working of the ministry 

 
Eph 4:11-16 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
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15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 13:1-7 
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I 
have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have 
not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 
6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:1 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
KJV 
 
Paul lays down the conditions in our ministration before God and between each other. 
 
Rom 12:9-21 
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 
10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 
11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 
13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 
14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 
15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. 
Be not wise in your own conceits. 
17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 
18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance 
is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt 
heap coals of fire on his head. 
21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
KJV 
 
The working of the ministry is essentially a working out the operation of the love of Christ in us.  It is 
the love of Christ that constrains or takes hold of us.  Whatever work we do stems from the love of 
Christ in us.  That love therefore should be without dissimulation (without hypocrisy, with all sincerity, 
genuine, not for a show). 
 
1) The operation of the love of Christ.  Genuine.  Sincere.  Not a show. 
2) The discernment in the love of Christ.  Abhorrence of evil.  Cleaving to what is eternally beneficial. 
3) The affection and preference in the love of Christ.   
4) The diligence in the love of Christ. 
5) The submission in the love of Christ. 
6) The generosity in the love of Christ. 
7) The relational treatment in the love of Christ. 
8) The sympathy in the love of Christ. 
9) The unity in the love of Christ. 
10) The humility in the love of Christ. 
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11) The forbearance in the love of Christ. 
12) The peacefulness in the love of Christ. 
13) The subjection in the love of Christ. 
14) The practical help in the love of Christ. 
15) The victory in the love of Christ. 

 
 
 
C) The Edifying of the Ekklesia 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 
Eph 4:12. 
The design of the ministry. 
It is to perfect the saints for Christian service and for sharing in the edification of the Church. The ministry is 
intended to "equip or prepare for future enterprise by means of perfecting the power and adaptation of the 
man for his task." It prepares the saints for two services. 
I. THE WORK OF MINISTRY. It is maintained by some that this passage warrants all saints to preach the 
gospel, because the four classes of officers spoken of are said to prepare saints for the work of ministry. If 
so, then these officers, or some of them, are still needed for the purpose; yet this is expressly denied. The 
passage, however, implies that the preparation in question is to be continuous, for it is to last till the end of 
time. The word "ministry," however, must be taken in a large sense to signify general spiritual service, that 
may assume a thousand different forms (Heb 6:10; Acts 6:4; 11:29; 1 Cor 16:15; 2 Cor 9:12,13; 11:8; 2 Tim 
4:11). Every believer is not only to be "fruitful in every good work," but to "hold forth the Word of life," 
though he should be neither trained nor called to the Christian pastorate. 
II. THE EDIFICATION OF THE CHURCH. This is the second end included in the Christian pastorate. The action 
of the ministry upon the saints is blessed to the enlargement of the Church, both in numbers and in 
spirituality. A revival of religion is always accompanied or followed by "a building up of the body of Christ." 
T.C. 
 
Eph 4:13. 
The ministry not a temporary institution. 
It is to continue till the Church shall have arrived at its completed unity. This does not imply that there are 
still apostles and prophets in the Church. It is the ministry, not these particular offices, that is to continue in 
the Church. The ministry is to continue till the Church reaches its destined goal, which is here described in 
three forms. 
I. UNITY OF FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD. This implies: 
1. That faith and knowledge are distinct from each other in nature, though they are inseparable in the 
experience of Christian men. Faith is fed by knowledge, and knowledge, especially in the sphere of Divine 
realities, is based on faith. 
2. That religion is not a mere matter of feeling, but intellectual as well, resting upon correct apprehensions 
of Divine truth. 
3. That the central Object of religion is the Son of God, not only apprehended, but appropriated by faith. It 
is eternal life to know him. 
4. That saints have yet to attain to a truer faith and a larger knowledge of the Son of God. All believers, it is 
true, have "one faith;" yet they are to attain to the unity of faith. Unity is a matter of degrees. The apostle 
does not, however, say that we are to begin with it, but to end with it. It is to be realized, net in the course 
of the dispensation, but as one of its blessed results. The unity of the faith includes more than the unity of 
the Spirit - that unity of mutual kindness and forbearance that will promote the other unity - for it points to 
the result of the Spirit's continuous working in the Church. There is an absolute truth independent of all our 
opinions, and the same to every man, whether he believes it or not. We shall not here attain to it; but we 
shall reach it when we are at length set free from our imperfections and our infirmities. We shall then be of 
one mind, because we shall be conformed to one image. 
II. A PERFECT MAN. This points to the full development of our manhood. We are fragmentary, one-sided, 
without a true adjustment of powers. The believer is imperfect both in faith and in knowledge, but he is 
growing into that unity of life which involves perfect knowledge and perfect holiness. 
III. THE MEASURE OF THE STATURE OF THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST. The true standard is conformity to Christ. 
The stature of the Church is ever expanding, as it receives of Christ's fullness, into that very fullness. The 
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end of this growth cannot be seen in this life. The Bible nowhere represents the perfection of the Church as 
occurring on earth. It is to be without spot or wrinkle when the day of its glorious presentation comes. Thus 
the design of the Christian ministry is to labor for the perfection of the Church. - T.C. 
 
Eph 4:14. 
Warnings against instability and deception. 
The ministry has been appointed to bring the Church forward to maturity, and therefore it is concerned to 
carry it safely through the intermediate stages. We are consequently warned not to continue children, but to 
advance steadfastly towards manhood. There are two faults hinted at by the apostle. 
I. CHILDREN ARE APT TO BE UNSTABLE. "Tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine." They 
have not become so firmly rooted in the truth as to be proof against unsettling influences either within or 
without them. Consequently, they are like "a wave of the sea driven of the wind and tossed." 
1. The warning implies that truth is a matter of supreme moment. Holiness of character is impossible 
without it. Believers ought to be well founded in the truth; not mere babes, but such as "are of full age, 
even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil" (Heb 5:14). 
2. They are warned against the tendency to be blown about by the winds of doctrine that blow from-every 
quarter. The counsel is much needed in this age of startling suggestion, radical denial, and deep 
unsettlement. There are men who go the rounds of all the sects, swinging from side to side with a movement 
which indicates that they are true to nothing but the love of change. It is hard for unstable natures to hold 
the poise of their judgment in the midst of such terrible cross-fires of theological and philosophical 
speculation. 
II. CHILDREN ARE APT TO BE DECEIVED. Their want of knowledge leaves them open to imposition and 
deception. The apparatus of theological seduction is always at hand. The language of the apostle implies: 
1. That there were errorists either at Ephesus or elsewhere, identified with the Christian communion, 
marked by "the sleight of men and cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to deceive." It is a mere dream 
to suppose that the primitive Church was perfectly pure either in doctrine or practice. The apostle's farewell 
address to the Ephesian elders at Miletus anticipated the rise of serious error (Acts 20:29). 
2. That such "false teachers" were marked by selfishness, deceit, and malignity. This is the character which 
the apostle usually ascribes to such men (Rom 16:17,18; Col 2:18; Gal 2:4; 2 Cor 2:17). Error is, therefore, 
not harmless, though it may appear to be the mere sword-play of a speculative temperament. False teachers 
are not innocent. Yet our judgment in all cases of this sort must be exercised with charity and meekness, 
because men may be better than their creed, and may be influenced by the sounder parts of it. 
3. That Satan often succeeds in seducing the unwary by the dexterous tricks of such teachers, who cunningly 
mingle the truth with such error as robs it of its healing virtues. - T.C. 
 
Eph 4:15,16. 
The true method and conditions of Christian growth. 
The apostle sees the conditions of Christian stability in a faith that worketh by love - the love being at once 
the sphere and the means of our spiritual growth. The expressive figure used by the apostle sets forth 
several important truths concerning the Church and its development. 
I. THE SOURCE OF ITS GROWTH - CHRIST THE HEAD. As the Church is a spiritual body, so the characteristics 
of the natural body are found in it. It is a body divinely framed as truly as the natural body, and designed to 
bring greater glory to God than the body which types it. Its Head is the Lord himself. It has its being and 
form in him, as well as all its nurture, such as its life and light, grace and joy, strength and fruitfulness; it 
depends upon the Head for subsistence and for safety; it is united to the Head by a bond that is both close 
and indissoluble. 
II. THE AGENT OF ITS GROWTH - THE HOLY SPIRIT. For "by one Spirit were we all baptized into one body" (1 
Cor 12:12). As the one spirit of man wields at will all the functions of the body, and concentrates the various 
members upon its purposes as they arise, so the Holy Spirit gives each member of the mystic body its 
peculiar action and power in the divinely appointed diversity which contributes to its eventual unity. 
III. THE RELATION OF THE MEMBERS TO EACH OTHER. "The whole body is fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth." Each member is in relation with all other members as well as with the 
Head. Each is dependent upon the other. No member can dismiss another as useless; none is so great as not 
to be indebted to the least. "God has tempered the body together." Now, just as the parts of the human 
frame are necessarily of different functions, and set, some in superior, some in inferior, places, yet all act 
together in the fullest sympathy; so all the members of Christ's body must keep rank and order, acting within 
their own sphere with due wisdom, harmony, and love, the eye not doing the work of the hand, nor the hand 
the work of the foot, but abiding each in his own calling. 
IV. THERE IS AN INDIVIDUAL ACTION OF EACH MEMBER, "According to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part." Each must do its own proper work, according to its position. Just as a man is strong in the 
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faculty which he most exercises, so the member who is strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus becomes 
individually efficient according to the operation of that grace. One member is thus apt to teach, another to 
convince, another to counsel, another to stimulate. 
V. THE CHANNELS OF SUPPLY -  "THE JOINTS AND BANDS" -ARE THE WORD AND ORDINANCES. They convey 
grace from the Head to the members. The Word of God is the grand means, in connection with baptism and 
the Lord's Supper. These two ordinances are, indeed, the two appointed symbols of the Church's unity - 
baptism representing the first action of the Holy Spirit in fitting the members for the body; the Lord's 
Supper, the drinking into one Spirit, who makes the table a visible center of union to these brought out of 
the world. 
VI. THE ELEMENT OR SPHERE IN WHICH THE GROWTH OF THE BODY IS EFFECTED. "Love." It is not asserted 
that we are to grow in love, but that in love, as the sphere of growth, we are to grow in all the elements of 
perfection. That love which follows the things which make for peace and edification, and bears the 
infirmities of others, has peculiar faculties for edifying the body of Christ. 
VII. THE RESULT OF GROWTH. "It maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself." The increase is 
twofold - in the addition of members to the Church, and in the growth of the members in all the elements of 
spiritual perfection. - T.C. 
 
_ 
 
 
 
       
Col 1:18 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all 
things he might have the preeminence. 
KJV 
       
Col 1:24 
24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my 
flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 
KJV 
 
 
Col 2:1-7 
1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as 
have not seen my face in the flesh; 
2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance 
of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 
3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. 
5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and 
the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 
6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving. 
KJV 
 
 
I. GROWTH IN THE GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. (Vers. 2, 3, 6, 
7.) 
1. St. Paul has spoken of the. Church as "the body of Christ" (Col 1:18,24), and so he must needs desire 
that its members may be knit together in love (ver. 19; Eph 4:16; 1 Cor 1:10), Without such union the 
Church is no longer a body, and its members, broken and scattered, become an easy prey to error. The 
salvation of individual souls is but half the work of Christ. "He loved the Church, and gave himself for 
her" (Eph 5:25; Acts 20:28). He seeks to build the redeemed, regenerated units of mankind as "living 
stones" into "a holy temple" (Eph 2:20-22; 1 Cor 3:16,17); to integrate them into the "one body" of 
which he is the Head and his Spirit is the Soul (Eph 4:3-6): comp. sect. 2, II. 4 (homiletics). Of this 
union, love is the bond (Col 3:14; Eph 4:2; John 13:34,35). In all true and lasting union amongst men 
some sympathetic affection must exist, either as a basis for the fellowship or as generated by it. Mere 
identity of beliefs or of interests will never hold men for long together. The heart must love or hate, 



1 
 

must be attracted or repelled, in some degree, by every personality around it. And the union of souls 
in Christ, being the most deep and spiritual of any, must be thoroughly pervaded and determined by 
love. Moreover, the growth of Christian knowledge and the perfecting of personal character depend 
much more largely than we are apt to suppose, in this age of exaggerated individualism and selfish 
culture seeking, on the soundness and completeness of cur Church life, of our Christian social life. To 
St. Paul's mind the "perfect man" and the perfect Church - the perfection of the part and of the whole - 
are reciprocally dependent, and all but identical (Eph 4:11-16). 
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